
401 Ekone Rd, Goldendale, WA 98620 401 Ekone Rd, Goldendale, WA 98620 401 Ekone Rd, Goldendale, WA 98620 401 Ekone Rd, Goldendale, WA 98620 ●    509.773.4536 509.773.4536 509.773.4536 509.773.4536 ●    www.ekone.orgwww.ekone.orgwww.ekone.orgwww.ekone.org

 November 26, 2019 

Dear friends of Ekone land, 

In 1986, timber prices were high and land around 
Ekone Ranch was being logged, subdivided, and 
developed. Old Mountain Road was rough dirt and 
potholes all the way to Bickleton Highway, but 
people were still moving in, building homes, drilling 
wells, and erecting fences. Klickitat County zoning 
encouraged 5-acre lots, and the landscape was being 
transformed into small squares. 

Ray just saw the trees coming down 
and set out to do something. 

Ray Mitchell, Ekone’s founder, 
dedicated his life to stewardship of 

this place on earth. His love of the 
land, the big Ponderosa Pines, and the 

ecosystems being destroyed by insensitive logging 
drove him to create the Sacred Earth Foundation land 
trust in 1986. Rooted in Ray’s vision of the earth as 
sacred, beyond the authority of human ownership 
and profit, Sacred Earth Foundation began 
acquiring threatened property in the upper 
Rock Creek watershed. Many friends of the 
land gave exceptional gifts to protect the 
intact habitat, classroom, playground, and 
refuge we know now. 

The map of our landscape now shows Ekone 
as a bulwark of protection along the west 
side of Rock Creek Canyon, surrounded by 5, 
10, and 20-acre parcels. This land would be 
small squares now too, with far fewer big 
trees and far more scars, if not for Ray’s vision and the dedicated friends who joined him in it. 
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Since Ray died in 2007, we’ve continued this work. Four critically important adjacent parcels 
have been added to Sacred Earth Foundation land, and four more have been secured by
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conservation-oriented friends of Ekone. And we’re increasing our efforts to 
be wise stewards of this landscape every year. 

Twenty more acres of forest will be restored to fire-resilience this winter. 
We’re experimenting with hydroseeding to establish native grasses. The 
native shrubs planted along the new driveway will be nurtured and 
protected for another year. We’re exploring options for improving the health 
of our ponds and seasonal creek. We have a new invasive species, 
medusahead grass, to manage aggressively. And there are currently four 
new parcels for sale in our priority area. 

The responsibility of loving this land is great. Our work today is in grateful 
reciprocity for the tremendous gift entrusted to us, and in hope-filled 
generosity towards the future.  

Won’t you join us in stewardship of Ekone, to honor the legacy of those who 
came before, to pay it forward for those coming after, and in simple love for 
this sacred earth? 

Your year-end donation will be directly applied to 2020 conservation 
priorities.   

p.s. The Saddle Up! capital campaign remains our top organizational priority until
we have facilities for the long haul, but we must not neglect the land along the way.
Please help us continue to see the forest through the trees!

We envision a world in 

which people are connected to 

place and care radically for 

the planet, each other, 

ourselves, and all life. 
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The iconic Eagle Wing sculpture was gifted to Sacred Earth 
Foundation in 1986 from David Govedare, a founding board 
member, to commemorate the first parcel of land acquired by 
SEF to hold in trust for future generations. 



 Yes!  I want to support the Conservation Fund with a tax-deductible donation.

Name _________________________________ Email _____________________________ Phone ______________________ 

Address ___________________________________  City: _____________________________ State ______ Zip _________ 

 My gift is enclosed, or  Please charge my card below.

 Please contact me about planned giving and how to include Sacred Earth Foundation in my will.

 I’m interested in making a stock donation (which may be capital-gains-tax-free)—please contact me.

We will acknowledge the name(s) given above, unless indicated otherwise:  Please keep my gift anonymous 

My gift is made  in honor of, or  in the memory of_____________________________________________________

  All Conservation Fund donations of $1000 and above will be recognized on a stone at the cemetery entryway. 

You can also earmark your gift for Camp Scholarships, the Saddle Up Capital Campaign, or General Operations.

Credit Card Authorization 

My Gift:  $___________  One-time   Recurring monthly    Recurring quarterly Recurring annually 

Please charge my:   Mastercard   Visa  Discover  American Express

   Card number___________________________________  Exp. date______________ CVV# (on back of card)________ 

Signature of Cardholder _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name & Address on card, if different than above:________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail to:

Sacred Earth Foundation
401 Ekone Road

Goldendale, WA 98620

Or contribute online at www.ekone.org 




